THOUGH    MIXED,   A   HIGHLY    DECOROUS    MEASURE
This dance of Padaungs is an exception to the rule almost invariably observed throughout Burma that men and women should dance separately. But though both sexes are dancing together here their performance is anything but corybantic, consisting merely of solemn motions backwards and forwards, the time being given by a few monotonous notes hardly amounting to an air sounded
on a mouth-nrgan. "joining hands is eschewed as rhost improper Photo, Sir Gewge Smit
there are great gatherings of the people, all in their finest clothes, and the sight is one worth seeing. But even on those feast days it is not the \vorship but the bazaars and the theatrical performances and dances that are the attraction to the foreigner.
In these later days, as the result of hectic education, and the vapourings of uiinformed persons, there is a Young Burma party which is determined to assert itself. As individuals the Young Burmans do not seem to have either morals or religion, but as a party they have a remarkably good opinion of themselves. They are convinced that Burma is ready for self-government." Like the rest of their fellow-countrymen they have a profound contempt for the native of India, and think that, if India is fit for diarchy, Burma has a much superior claim, because the average of literacy in Burma is, and has long been, far higher than that of any
Indian province, and even is above that of some European countries. Meanwhile, rather illogically, they imitate the Indian agitators even to the extent of playing at strikes and hatching intolerance.
Buddhism has always been the most tolerant of religions, and has never formally attempted to proselytise. There are those who say it is not a religion at all, but a system of philosophy. Ostensibly it does not recognize prayer, because there is no Supreme Being to pray to. The shrines and the figures of the Buddha are not consecrated. They are merely set apart to enable the religious to make profession of their reverence for the Lord, the Law, and the Holy Assembly, and to emulate the sanctity and purity of the lives of the Buddhas. Similarly, the monks are not ministers of religion, but are only working out their own salvation, and serving as examples to
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